Safety Agreement for Members of the Hitchcock Research Group

1.   Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
I certify that I have read and understood the following Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs):

(1) General Lab Procedures

(2) Chemical Inventory

(3) Cryogens and Cold Baths

(4) Fume Hoods

(5) Gas Cylinder, Regulator and Gas Line Use 

(6) Heat Sources (>100 oC) in the Laboratory

(7)     Highly Toxic Compounds

(8) Potentially Explosive Compounds

(9) Hydrofluoric acid
(10) Vacuum Systems
(11)    Electrical & electronics work
(12)    Oxy-acetylene torch

(13)     Working alone

(14)    Computer ergonomics
[These SOPs are available in print form in the lab safety binder, and are also available on our group website (follow the link on the links page]
Name:  _________________________    Signature____________________________   Date: _______________


The above SOPs are intended to provide basic guidelines for a range of lab activities, and have been compiled from a variety of sources that are believed to be reliable and to represent the best opinions on the subject (including the experience of the PI). However, they are intended to serve only as a starting point for good practices, and no warranty, guarantee, or representation is made as to the accuracy or sufficiency of the information contained herein. Users should therefore consult alternate sources of safety information whenever it is required, prior to undertaking specific tasks. 
In a research environment, these SOPs also do not reduce the requirement for application of common sense and chemical knowledge, careful planning, attention to detail, and personal responsibility (including accessing additional safety information, staying alert, and maintaining a work area that is uncluttered and free from unnecessary hazards).
I certify that I have read and understood the preceding 2 paragraphs:
Name:  _________________________    Signature____________________________   Date: _______________

2.   Department of Chemistry – General Regulations
The following are very general departmental regulations:

(“the lab” refers to ABB-333, not including the central office space)
(1) Lab glasses (or lab goggles if you are wearing contact lenses) must be worn in the lab.
(2) A lab coat must be worn in the lab (preferably Nomex).
(3) Open‑toed sandals should never be worn in the lab.
(4) Shorts and T-shirts are discouraged.
(5) Avoid dangling ties or scarves, unrestrained long hair, and fluffy or floppy clothing. 
(6) Wear appropriate gloves when required to protect against hazardous chemicals, heat or cold. 
(7) Use a blast shield if additional protection may be required to guard against injury from explosion, implosion, flash fires, or splatter of dangerous compounds.
(8) Use a fume hood for all operations involving: (a) poisonous or offensive gases, fumes or vapours,                (b) potentially explosive materials, and (c) substantial quantities of pyrophoric material.
(9) Eating, drinking or smoking is not allowed in the lab.
(10) Do not carry out any lab work if your judgement may be impaired due to illness, excessive tiredness, medication or alcohol. 
(11) Know the location of exits, fire extinguishers, fire blankets, sand pails, safety showers and eyewash fountains, and ensure that they are not obstructed at any time.
(12) When carrying out potentially hazardous reactions outside regular hours, it is strongly recommended that someone else be nearby to provide assistance in case of need. Do not work with highly toxic compounds, large amounts of pyrophoric materials, or explosive compounds outside of regular hours.
(13) Before beginning any procedure with which you have not had adequate previous experience and/or don't have a thorough knowledge of the hazards, you must find out what the hazards and appropriate precautions are by reading the literature and/or conferring with someone having such knowledge and experience.
(14) Solvent bottles should be stored in proper cabinets at all times, except when they are being used in laboratory experiments.
(15) Clearly label all reactions (those in fume hoods, on the bench, or on your vac line) and in-use glassware (e.g. crystallizations in the fridge) that will be left unattended.
(16) All accidents, medical problems associated with work, and incidents which might have caused injury, should be reported as soon as possible on the McMaster University "Safety/Incident Report" form.
I certify that I have read and understood the regulations above, and will abide by these regulations:

Name:  _________________________    Signature____________________________   Date: _______________

